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Visual Work Assignment
	The visual work that interests me the most from the Hofstra Museum Exhibit is the one by Elizabeth Catlett. (Hofstra University, 2020, p. 12). The first impression that comes to my mind when I look at it is two youths or young people, who are together against the world. The closeness between the man and the woman is an indication that they share something in common. There is a high chance that this thing could be love. This work of art can be related to the poem titled We Real Cool (Brooks, 1963). This poem is about the rebellious nature of young people, and how society sees them. The man and the woman in the image could be youths. Therefore, the relationship between the visual work and the poem will be portrayed in the paper. 
Background
	Understanding the meaning of the poem can play an effective role in establishing its relationship with the visual work. From my perspective, the poem focuses on youths or young people as portrayed in the visual work. For example, the line "Left school" is evident that the author is referring to young people (Brooks, 1963). The poem is an indication that the youths are rebellious. The fact that the poem is about playing pool, is evident that the youths are rebellious. Assuming that the visual work portrays two youths, who are in love, it can be considered rebellion. The closeness among the two individuals in the visual work is an indication that they are uniting against a common force (Hofstra University, 2020). In my life, I have witnessed many acts of young people falling in love being considered as a rebellion by society.  Therefore, both the visual work and the poem raise debates on the choices made by young people. 
Common Themes
	Different themes show the relationship between the poem and the visual work as indicated below. 
Rebellion 
	Rebellion is the main theme that is evidenced in both the visual work and the poem. While the ages of the youths are not indicated in both the poem and the visual work, their actions portray it. In the poem, the first line states that 'we real cool' (Brooks, 1963). This is not only a term that is used by a majority of the youths today but is always considered to be an indication of rebellion or an identity that leads to it. The phrase is considered a vernacular language among the youths. In the visual work, the closeness between the two individuals in the visual work shows that they are at peace with each other, and with themselves. This can also be considered to be cool (Hofstra University, 2020). In the poem, there is another line stating that ‘we left school’ (Brooks, 1963). This can imply that the youths being referred to dropped out of school. While dropping out of school is going against societal expectations, the youths see it as a cool thing. In the visual work, the need to be together might be a reason for dropping out of school. 
Identity 
	Identity is the second theme that is common in the poem and the visual work. The phrase 'we' is repeated throughout the poem (Brooks, 1963). This is an indication that the youths want to have their unique identity. However, the identity they need goes against the values and expectations of society. The identity they need encourages their rebellious attitude in society. For example, Jazz was a common culture among the youths. However, it was disliked by most parents, and as such, the youths were considered to be rebellious. This aspect of identity is also evident in the visual work. From my perspective, the two youths are developing an identity that revolves around love (Hofstra University, 2020). They want society to acknowledge the relationship they have, even if it goes against the current values and traditions. They are ready to be together at whatever cost. 
Social Change 
	Social change refers to the transformation of social and cultural institutions as a result of human interactions and the formation of relationships. Social change has a major long-term impact on society. The rebellious nature of the youths portrayed in the poem is an indication of the effects of social change. While the life they choose is pleasurable and fun, it has its dangers. For example, a line states that 'Jazz June' and this is followed by the line 'die soon' (Brooks, 1963). This shows that the behaviors that the youths engage in are dangerous. The poem indicates that the youths opt to waste their lives instead of getting an education. While this is not directly portrayed in the visual work, it can be inferred. The relationship and closeness among the two individuals show that they are ready to defend the social change that they are undergoing (Hofstra University, 2020). They do not care about what society thinks. For example, a question can be asked of whether the two individuals left school and are finding ways of defending their decision against society. Youth transformation to a greater extent is elbowing to the negative side mostly all over the world. Its high time the society puts measures in place to accommodate them and teach them good morals.
Death 
	Death is another common theme in the visual work and poem. In the poem, the fun and enjoyment that the youths are having are what might lead to their death. This is stated in the line 'sing sin' (Brooks, 1963). Apart from this, the poem might also imply that the youths are aware that their death might come anytime soon, and as such, they are living their lives to the fullest. Apart from this, death could represent the challenges that the youths have to deal with from time to time. The aspect of death is not clear in the visual works. However, the closeness among the two individuals might be an indication that they plan to be together until their death (Hofstra University, 2020). Apart from this, the visual work might imply that the two individuals are ready to fight any forces that might interfere with their relationship. Therefore, the poem and the visual work have highlighted some major issues among the youths. 
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